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With a focus on data associated with a large-scale molecular studies, our services are developed on an ad hoc basis depending on the needs of the given researcher. These needs may be as straightforward as working with researchers to access tools available within the University (such as those provided by the Minnesota Supercomputing Institute) or outside the University. More often, our staff members may serve as collaborative partners in the development of custom databases and analysis pipelines involving large data sets generated in high throughput projects.

Requests for assistance will be placed in order of priority as listed below:

1. Projects that provide funding for Bioinformatics experts in the core

2. Grant preparation

3. Advisory consultations

4. Data analysis for cancer related projects

5. Non-cancer related projects

Services We Offer:

Planning
· Design experiments involving large-scale molecular studies

· Referrals to MSI software and staff for other molecular studies

· Referrals to external software sources (e.g., EnsEMBL, FANTOM)

· Write bioinformatic components of grant proposals

· Identify leading-edge technologies to be incorporated in research plans 
Analysis
· Conduct analysis of high throughput molecular data (e.g., mRNA, miRNA, insertional mutagenesis studies, ChIP-seq)

· Assist with the interpretation of results

· Recommend presentation and visualization methods

· Author bioinformatics component of manuscripts

Expectations:

Grant preparation consultations with a bioinformatician should be initiated no later than 30 days prior to the due date.  Funded projects requiring bioinformatic support need to include a bioinformatician in their budget (percent effort negotiable depending on the complexity of the analyses).

All manuscripts using data analyzed by a bioinformatician in our core are required to be reviewed by that bioinformatician before submissions.  Manuscripts reporting bioinformatic methods and analyses carried out by bioinformatician are to include the bioinformatician as a co-author.

Please complete the following form with as much detail as possible and return to our coordinator Aaron Sarver at sarver@umn.edu.  A bioinformatician will contact you within 2 business days to give you an estimated start date.  Most projects will be started within 2-4 weeks of the first contact date, except for grant applications which could be sooner.  If you have any questions regarding this form, you may contact Aaron Sarver, at 612-624-2445.

Contact Information:

Date:      
Name of Investigator: 
Contact Information:      
Alternative contact person:      
Alternative contact information:      
Is this a Cancer-related project (yes/no)?  FORMDROPDOWN 
 

Are you a Cancer Center member (yes/no)?   FORMDROPDOWN 

          If not, is there a member who is affiliated with this project?      

* we are able to take projects with non-Cancer Center members but they take lower priority

Project Title: 

Short Description/Primary Aim/Major Hypothesis:

     
Project type:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Grant writing/preparation


Funding Agency:      

Deadline:      
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Data analysis


Is data collection complete (yes/no)? 
 FORMDROPDOWN 


Is this project for a degree program (yes/no)?   FORMDROPDOWN 

If yes, name advisor:      
Approximate target date for completion:       
NOTE: Please attach relevant references, methods, proposals and de-identified data.  This will expedite the process and help us estimate a more accurate time frame.
Additional Comments:

     
